Evolution
Introduction
The neocortex is the most distinctive structure of the mammalian nervous system. Whereas its thickness and radial organisation vary little among species, its surface area can display >1000-fold changes, increasing the number of its specialised regions and the complexity of its connectivity (Braitenberg & Schü z, 1998; Krubitzer, 2009; Rakic, 2009; Sereno & Allman, 1991; Van den Heuvel, Bullmore, & Sporns, 2016; Zhang & Sejnowski, 2000) . This increase in complexity is the most likely biological substrate of the increased behavioural sophistication that leads to the emergence of cognitive functions such as consciousness, creativity and language. How do complex neocortical organisations develop and evolve? Today, neocortical organisation is thought to result from the interaction of genetic and activity-dependent processes 18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60  61  62  63  64 
